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Current Law. A Complete Encyclopedia of New Law. Volumes I. and II. 
Edited by George Foster Longsdorf and Walter A. Shumaker. St. Paul, 
Minn.: Keefe-Davidson Company. 1904. pp. x, 1-1208 ; xviii, 1209- 
2195. 4to. 

One of the marked characteristics of the busy age in which we live is the 
demand insistently made in every branch of human activity for time-saving 
devices. That the demand in the legal profession has not found an adequate 
response the present universally crowded condition of court dockets amply tes- 
tifies. Only radical measures, apparently, can relieve a situation which merely 
grows in complication with the rapid multiplication of reporter series. Thus 
far no solution seems to have been found. In the meantime any device which 
materially aids to bring some measure of order out of the chaos is warmly 
received by the profession. If, then, " Current Law" proves to be a substan- 
tial improvement upon the familiar annual digests, its success is clearly 
assured. 

From an examination necessarily limited in character the claims made for it 
by its makers seem to be well founded. " Current Law " is a combination 
digest and encyclopedia covering all the current reported cases which appear in 
the United States. The law of the cases is stated in paragraphs like those of an 
encyclopedia, with foot-notes giving citations and distinctive facts wherever 
necessary. Frequently cases recognizing the same legal principle are classified 
in the foot-notes according to their facts. This plan enables the compiler to 
cite the same case frequently and to avoid an elaborate system of cross refer- 
ences, which is more or less confusing. Another valuable feature of the work, 
and one which distinguishes it from other annual digests, is the annotations 
in text-book style upon difficult points of law. The work is issued monthly as 
well as in bound volumes at the end of the year. The various subjects are 
taken up in alphabetical order, beginning with A in the first and ending with 
Z in the last number of the year, each month's issue being complete for a whole 
year upon the subjects treated. This plan has the apparent merit of enabling 
the compilers, by concentrating attention upon particular subjects, to do better 
work, and puts but slight accompanying inconvenience upon subscribers. These 
advantages appear on the surface. Whether or not they are intrinsic and sub- 
stantial, extended usage alone will demonstrate. 



